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Abstract

Pigmentation of the perioral and intraoral tissues is a frequent finding. Oral pigmentation may be physiologic or pathologic and
the finding of oral pigmentation may representa systemic diseasc of the patient. Since little is known about the prevalence of oral pigmentation
in Thai people. the objective of this study was to investigate the prevalence ol oral pigmentation and its association to skin color in the patients
at the Faculty of Dentistry. Mahidol University.

The study group was composed of 140 patients. Interview for general data, medical history. smoking habit and oral cxamination
for the presence of oral pigmentation was performed and the color of skin was assessed. using 3 levels of skin colors (dark, yellow and fair).
Intraoral photographs were also taken for the re-evaluation of the pigmented areas.

The result showed that the prevalence of oral pigmentation was 60%. The most common site of hyperpigmentation was at the
attached gingiva. Regarding the association of oral pigmentation and skin color. 70.2% of dark-skinned patients presented with oral
pigmentation, whercas 59.3% and 16.7% of patients with yellow and fair skin presented with oral pigmentation. respectively. Oral
pigmentation was significantly associated with dark skin (P<0.05). This study suggests that oral pigmentation is a common finding and there

Is an association between oral pigmentation and dark skin.
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